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BIG CHANGES IN NEW HOUSING PLAN
CURRENT POINTS SYSTEM SCRAPPED

IN FAVOUR OF NEW ‘BANDING’ IDEA
KIM JAMES writes: From December this year a new way of letting
housing association property will be introduced in Stratford-on-Avon Dis-
trict and surrounding areas. This scheme is a form of choice based lettings
and will be known as HOME CHOICE PLUS
   Stratford on Avon District Council has joined up with districts in
Worcestershire to form the HOME CHOICE PLUS Partnership.
    All affordable housing that becomes available in Stratford-on-Avon
District will be let through this scheme by the following Housing Associa-
tions:• Orbit Heart of England • Warwickshire Rural Housing Association
• Bromford Group • Jephson Housing Association • Beth Johnson Housing
Association • Gloucestershire Housing Association.

HOME CHOICE PLUS will start
in Stratford District at the end of
2008
The current points system will be
replaced with a new banding system.
Those on the housing register will no
longer be given a number of points
but instead a banding (for example
Gold, Silver or Bronze).
Properties to let will be advertised
and people will be able to bid for
them.
People will be able to choose the
properties that they want to bid for.
Properties will be advertised every
Tuesday at the start of the bidding
cycle, except when this falls on a
bank or public holiday. They will
then be advertised on the following
day.

THE KEY FACTS:

HOW DO I MAKE A BID?
You can bid for properties in a

number of ways.
To make a bid you will need to have
details of your personal registration
number, your date of birth and the
property reference number(s).
If you see a property that you are
eligible for, you can ask a friend,
relative or any other helper to make
a bid on your behalf.
You can only bid for properties
where you match what the advert
asks for.
For example, the property advert
states ‘suitable for a couple and 2
children only’, regardless of your
banding if you are a couple with 2
children, you can bid for that proper-
ty. You will have to read the advert
carefully.

When can I bid for a property?
Properties will be advertised each
Tuesday morning at 9 am. You can
bid any time until 12 midnight on the
following Monday.

A WIND FARM

JUST UP THE ROAD
FROM YOU - SOON?

SITES TO THE SOUTH OF CHURCH LENCH
AND WEST OF HARVINGTON CONSIDERED

JOHN STEDMAN reports:
Scottish Power Renewables (SPR)
has this month hosted public infor-
mation days outlining the potential
for a wind farm near Lenchwick.
Investigation work is currently un-
derway but, at this early stage, no site
boundary had been defined with the
area being considered including land
to the south of Church Lench and
to the west of Harvington.
   Full details of the development are
yet to be established but is expected
to consist of up to ten turbines with a
capacity of 20MW, enough clean
green energy for over 9000 homes.

SPR has appointed a team of inde-
pendent specialist consultants to ad-
vise on environmental issues, assist
in developing the layout of any pro-
posed wind farms and to provide
environmental information to enable
the production of an extensive envi-
ronmental statement.
    The design will be compiled in full
consultation with key stakeholders to
minimise landscape and visual ef-
fects while minimising risks to birds,
and other wildlife.

SPR's site selection process and
policy is designed to identify poten-
tial wind farm sites according to the
principles of sustainable develop-
ment. Any site must also be environ-
mentally acceptable, economically
and technically viable and make
meaningful contributions to the UK's
renewable energy targets.

Cllr. Kim James commented: “You
do not need high ground or to be
remote for these wind farms, you
only need to meet an annual wind
speed calculation to make them via-
ble For the landowner it is a financial
gain, the company that runs the wind
farm sells the electricity produced to
the National Grid. Some turbines
have been installed just to serve an
individual factory or office block.”

Our Housing Needs Survey identi-
fied the need for 6 new homes.

All Parishioners on the electoral
role are invited to a public consul-
tation exercise on 10th January
2009 to visit a mapping exercise to
express their preference where de-
velopment should / should not take
place. Indication by green & red
pins in a Parish Map.
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FROM COURT BENCH
TO THE

COUNCIL CHAMBER
    The Parish Council were pleased
to welcome Mrs Marianne Myers to
the October Meeting. Marianne has
been co-opted on to the Parish Coun-
cil following the May Elections
when there were insufficient candi-
dates to fill all the vacancies.
   Councillor Myers has recently
retired as a Justice of the Peace and
says she is now looking forward to
her new role as a Parish Councillor.

Councillor Marianne Myers

    The new speed limits are now in
force along Evesham Road. The
limit is now 30 mph through Salford
and 40  through Abbot’s Salford.
    Still to come: A village gateway
and road narrowing on the approach
from Abbot’s Salford. This to be
sited at the start of the houses along
Evesham Road. There will also be a
vehicle activated speed warning.

Café Tops This Young Mums Club meets every
Month. See TOPS TIMES inside

POST MANAGERS
IGNORE COUNCIL

COMPLAINTS
Parish Clerk, Mike Philpott, writes
Earlier this year many people were
concerned about our postal service.
So much so that we managed to get
one of Royal Mail’s senior manag-
ers, John Chapman, to the Annual
Parish Meeting in April.  He made a
good move before the meeting by
moving one of the postmen to anoth-
er location and we now have Mary
Clarke and Paulette Harris who pro-
vide the very best service they are
able to.  However, many points were
raised at the meeting and Mr Chap-
man fielded many of them by prom-
ising to write to us with the answers.
However, it has taken me 6 months
to get a response and that really is
unacceptable.
  The gist of his response is that
lower speed limits for their large
lorries and reduced hours for drivers
means that it takes longer to get post
from all over the UK to Salford Pri-
ors.  Because of increased competi-
tion, staff cannot be allowed to wait
for the post to arrive in order to sort
it and so they have moved back em-
ployees’ start times by one hour.
Mr Chapman assures us that the
standard is to get all mail in rural
areas delivered by PM.  He does not
consider it practicable to reverse the
direction of delivery on different
days so if you get your post at the
end of the round it will stay that way.
However, he does say that where
there is a need for a timed delivery he
will work with customers to try and
meet their needs.

WE WOULD LIKE YOUR VIEWS ON
OUR LOCAL POSTAL PROBLEMS

Stratford-on-Avon District Council
has informed the Parish Council that
they will receive a grant under the
District Council’s ‘one-off’ Flood-
ing Grant scheme.
  The District council has awarded
Salford Priors £3,000.00 towards
two small scale flood relief schemes
put forward by the Parish Council.
  Following the 2007 summer floods
the District Council  was given over
£600,000 by central government to
help pay for clear up operation and
to assist in the prevention of future
problems.   The majority of this
money was given directly to house-
holders who had suffered flooding
with another portion being ear-
marked for major flood relief
schemes by both the Environment
agency and Warwickshire County
Council.

PARISH GETS £3000
GRANT  FOR  FLOOD

RELIEF  SCHEMES
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STILL UNDER CONSTRUCTION -  the NEW Parish
of Salford Priors Community Web Site at:

www.salfordpriors.gov.uk
IT’S YOURS. HAVE YOU, OR YOUR

ORGANISATION,BOTHERED TO CONTRIBUTE ?

 The Parish Council  plans to publish a monthly
e-newsletter. To keep up-to-date with parish

news, simply send your email address to:
Clerk@salfordpriors.gov.uk

 FLOOD RISK DRAINS AWAY

Engineers from Warwickshire County Council lay a new pipe network which
will ease possible flooding problems in Evesham Road. The new, large di-
ameter, pipes will carry surface water towards the river and into Salford’s

old sewer beds.

In his Remembrance Day message
Steve Tash  reminded us -

WE ARE ALL HUMAN BEINGS
   Addressing a packed congregation
at St.Matthew’s annual Remem-
brance Sunday service, Parish Priest,
Steve Tash, listed a possible, simple,
formula to stop future conflicts.
  In his message to the very large
number of children and young peo-
ple attending, The Reverend Tash
told them: “Travel and meet as many
new people in as many different
countries and cultures as you can”.
   Always remember, he told them,
that all men are human, whatever
their creed or colour. Remember, he
said, that it is always easier to make
enemies than to make friends.
   Mr. Tash spoke of the cost of  a war
in 1918 which had robbed small
communities across the country of
fathers, brothers, husbands and sons.
   One only has to read the names of
the fallen on their memorial in St.
Matthew’s. During the Great War,
twenty men were killed in action.
After World War Two, eight men
joined the list of those who never
returned to their homes in this Parish.

Parish Councillor Reg Francis is pictured on his way to early morning
rehearsals at The Royal Albert Hall.  Reg  had the proud honour of
representing the County and Salford Priors Branch of The Royal British
Legion at this year’s Festival of Remembrance on Saturday 8th November.
As every year, this  broadcast event  forms an important part of BBC1’s
Saturday night schedule.
 A strong representation from the Parish took part in and witnessed a
spectacular and moving act of thanksgiving and remembrance.
  Reg paraded the Salford Priors ‘Standard’ at the London ceremony.

SUN, SEA AND A
SLAP-UP MEAL

   Mary Milward, Margaret Stanley
and Peggy Paine led Over 60s mem-
bers on a day of celebration to re-
member former Salford Priors
Parish Clerk Eddie Clarke.
   The Parish Council had sent a
donation to the Over 60s to remem-
ber Eddie. They decided to visit his
favourite seaside resort, Weston Su-
per Mare. A lunch was also arranged
at which Eddie’s sisters, Rose and
Margaret, were guests of honour.
  The Over 60s have been out and
about with visits to Whitminster
Gardens, Hatton Gardens, Glouces-
ter and Banbury.
   Members have decided to hold
their annual Christmas lunch at Nor-
ton Grange. The date for this Yule-
tide feast is 4th December.

MORE NEWS FROM THE LEGION

 A Sponsored Walk, starting and
finishing at Limebridge, was held in
August and enjoyed by the dozen or
so walkers who took part. The
weather, considering the summer we
have just experienced, was good and
the event raised £321.25. The Branch
thanks our hosts, Kevin and Sarah
James, who provided parking facili-
ties and put on an excellent ‘Tea’ to
round off the afternoon.
 It is proposed to repeat the event
next autumn – so look out for details
as the Poppy Appeal Sponsored
Walk bids to become a fixture in the
Salford Seven calendar.

A coffee Morning, to launch this
year’s Poppy Appeal, was held on
Saturday 25 October at TOPS.  Over

fifty people enjoyed a ‘cuppa and
chat’ raising £95 (after all expenses
had been met), to ‘kick-start’ this
year’s Poppy Appeal.

Annual General Meeting
The Salford Priors Branch AGM
will be held in TOPS (accessed
from the Playing Field School Ave-
nue) at 7.30pm on Tuesday 2nd De-
cember 2008.
In order that the work of the Legion
can continue, it is vital that local
membership grows – please consid-
er becoming a member and contact
the Secretary on 01789 778253.

‘Make ‘em
laugh’
SPATS

Salford Priors Amateur Theatrical
Society are performing 'One O'
Clock From The House' at the Sal-
ford Priors Memorial Hall, School
Road, Salford Priors on Friday and
Saturday 28/29th November 2008.
Doors open 7.00pm with curtain up
at 7.30pm
This is a very funny comedy by
Frank Vickery which centres on a
dysfunctional family of daughters
who, on the death of their father,
each believes that they are the sole
inheritors of the family home. Miri-
am, the schemer plans to out ma-
noeuvre Margaret, the small business
woman who regards herself superior
to Maureen, (her less well-off and
pregnant younger sister). Mean-
while, other members of this eccen-
tric and slightly bizarre family
continue to provide twists in the sto-
ry until the final hilarious surprise
comes as the curtain falls.
 Tickets reservations are available
from 01789 773523 at £6.00 each
(£5.00 concessions) A licensed bar is
available.

VANDAL BARRIER REPLACES
SMASHED FIELD FENCING

   Fencing around the Playing Field
car park, smashed by vandals, has
been replaced.
   With the assistance of a £1000
grant from the Public Realm Fund,
administered by Warwickshire
County Council, the Parish Council
have  replaced the existing fence
using a specification that was used
by schools in the county before steel
palisade fences became the norm.

Work costing  £1484 was carried out
in early November by Roger Frogley
& Sons Fencing.
   Although grant aid was available
for these repairs, it should be noted
that vandalism has cost you, the res-
idents of Salford Priors, nearly £500.

If you witness this senseless
destruction of our village report it

to The Police
or The Parish Council

THE PARISH COUNCIL
EXPECTS TO START SOON ON

PATHWAY LIGHTING TO
TOPS AND ALONG THE

PLAYING FIELD FOOTPATH

Do you have a view on something – have a ques-
tion for the Police, Health Service, District or

County Councils- then why not attend your local
COMMUNITY FORUM where, in a relaxed and

informal atmosphere, you can get your item dis-
cussed.

To check the date of your next Forum contact the
Parish Clerk.

Warwickshire Police attend and hold a Safer
Neighbourhood Team Surgery. Their officers will

be joining the forum.

  Our Villager of the Year, Mr Don
Penn, and Ian Merviale, footpaths
officer for Warwickshire County
Council, have been working very
hard recently to clear a badly over-
grown length of footpath AL17 near
Broom.
  This path runs from Station Road,
Salford Priors, northwards behind
Bomford Turner’s factory, across
fields to the farm underpass under
the A46, and then continues between
the A46 and the old railway line
hedge right through to Broom. Do
give it a try! All our paths are now
clearly marked with yellow topped
marker posts.

ATTENTION ALL WALKERS
-  FOOTPATH CLEARED  -

Parish Council Surgeries
A notice has been placed on all
notice boards advertising the

dates of the new council surgeries.
The next ones are

24th. November 6pm to 8pm
20th. December
10am to Noon

All at the Parish Office

Chairman:
Cllr. Kim James
01789 772338
kim.james@stratford-dc.gov.uk
Vice Chairman:
Cllr. Tony Wolfe
01789 773610
tonywolfe@mail.com
Councillors:
Cllr. Reg Francis
01789 772313
francis.glencross@btinternet.com
Cllr. Marianne Myers
01789 772639
M@rianne.me.k
Cllr. Peggy Pane
01789 772398
Cllr. David Penn
01789 778670
Cllr. John Stedman
01789 773999
j-stedman@btconnect.com
Clerk to the Council:
Mr. Mike Philpott
01789 772934
clerk@salfordpriors.gov.uk
Parish Office Opening Hours

Tuesday  09:00 – 12:00
Wednesday 09:00 – 12:00
Friday  09:00 – 12:00


