Salford Priors Parish Council
Agenda Item: 8a(3)
Use of Neighbourhood CIL Funding to Commission a Concept Design Brief for a Replacement Community Sports Hall / Community Building

1. Purpose of Report
To seek approval for the use of Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds to commission a concept design and feasibility brief for a new community sports hall and community building, to replace The Other Place Salford (TOPs), which is no longer fit for purpose.

2. Background
The Other Place Salford (TOPs) has historically provided sports and community facilities within the Parish. However:
· The building has reached the end of its useful life
· There are concerns regarding the structural integrity of the building
· The layout and size of rooms are no longer compatible with modern community or sports use
· The land is held on a short-term lease, creating uncertainty over its long-term future and limiting further investment
As a result, TOPs can no longer be considered a sustainable or viable community asset, and replacement provision is required to meet current and future community needs.

3. Proposal
It is proposed that the Parish Council uses Neighbourhood CIL funding to commission a concept design and feasibility brief for a new community sports hall and community building which would:
· Replace the facilities currently provided by TOPs
· Supplement the existing provision at the Memorial Hall, rather than duplicate it
· Be designed to modern standards of accessibility, inclusivity, and flexibility
· Provide a clear evidence base to support future funding bids and delivery decisions
The proposed accommodation schedule would include:
· A main sports hall
· Accessible toilets and inclusive design throughout
· Changing facilities
· A small meeting room
· A dedicated Parish Office room
· A small kitchen
· A bar/lounge and social area
The building would be managed by a Board of Trustees, ensuring appropriate governance, community oversight, and long-term sustainability.

4. Policy Context
The proposal aligns with the Salford Seven Neighbourhood Development Plan, in particular:
Policy SP21: New and Improved Community Buildings, which supports:
· The replacement and improvement of community buildings
· Facilities that are fit for purpose, accessible, and responsive to local needs
· Investment in infrastructure that strengthens community wellbeing and social cohesion
The replacement of TOPs with a modern community sports hall and community building directly supports the objectives of Policy SP21.

5. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Considerations
The Community Infrastructure Levy Regulations 2010 (as amended) allow Neighbourhood CIL to be spent on:
“The provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that development places on an area.”
Key considerations:
· A community sports hall and community building constitutes community infrastructure
· The proposal represents replacement infrastructure, due to the loss and inadequacy of TOPs
· Early-stage feasibility and concept design work is an accepted and proportionate use of CIL where it supports infrastructure delivery
· The project is intended to be funded through CIL receipts arising from future housing developments, which will increase demand for community and sports facilities within the Parish
Commissioning a concept design and feasibility brief is therefore a legitimate, proportionate, and compliant use of Neighbourhood CIL funds.


6. Equality and Accessibility Statement
The proposed concept design and feasibility brief will require that any replacement community sports hall and community building is designed in accordance with inclusive and accessible design principles. This will include consideration of:
· Step-free access throughout the building
· Accessible toilet and changing facilities
· Clear circulation routes suitable for wheelchair users and those with mobility impairments
· Provision for users with sensory impairments, including appropriate lighting and acoustics
· Flexible spaces capable of accommodating a wide range of community groups and activities
The proposal supports the Parish Council’s commitment to equality of opportunity and seeks to ensure that future community infrastructure is accessible to all residents, including older people, disabled users, children, and those with protected characteristics.

7. Financial Implications
· The cost of the concept design and feasibility brief would be met from Neighbourhood CIL funds
· No commitment is made at this stage to the construction of the building
· Any future delivery would be subject to:
· Land availability
· Securing sufficient funding (including future CIL receipts and external grants)
· Further Parish Council approvals

8. Risks and Mitigation
	Risk
	Mitigation

	Uncertainty over land availability
	Concept brief to test requirements and options

	Perception of speculative CIL spend
	Clear link to replacement infrastructure and Policy SP21

	Future funding constraints
	Phased approach, starting with proportionate feasibility work



9. Recommendation
That the Parish Council:
1. Approves the use of Neighbourhood CIL funds to commission a concept design and feasibility brief for a replacement community sports hall and community building
2. Notes that the proposal aligns with Policy SP21 of the Salford Seven Neighbourhood Development Plan and the CIL Regulations 2010 (as amended)
3. Requests a further report detailing scope, costs, and procurement arrangements prior to commissioning
February 2026

Background Papers: 
Salford Seven Neighbourhood Development Plan 2015 – 2031 Policy SP21.
