Agenda Items

6. Chairman’s Monthly Report

Letter to MP Manuela Perteghela

English Devolution and Community Empowerment Bill – Ensuring a Voice for Parish and Town Councils
I am writing on behalf of Salford Priors Parish Council regarding the proposed English Devolution and Community Empowerment Bill, and the associated reorganisation of local government in Warwickshire.
As the tier of local government closest to our residents, parish and town councils play a vital role in representing community interests, delivering local services, and supporting civic engagement. 
We are often the first point of contact for residents and are uniquely placed to understand local priorities and concerns.
While we recognise the potential benefits of devolution and enhanced local decision-making, we are concerned that the Bill and the proposed unitary arrangements may not adequately safeguard the role, influence, and resourcing of parish and town councils within new governance structures. 
It is essential that, as powers and responsibilities are consolidated at a higher level, the voice of local communities is not diminished.
In particular, we would ask that you raise the following points with the relevant Minister and support measures which:
· Ensure meaningful and formal consultation with parish and town councils on decisions affecting their communities
· Protect neighbourhood-level decision-making and local accountability
· Recognise parish and town councils as statutory partners within the new unitary authority structures
· Provide appropriate, sustainable funding and practical support for any additional responsibilities transferred to the first tier
· Establish clear engagement mechanisms so parish and town councils have a consistent and effective voice in the new arrangements
We believe that strong local democracy depends on empowering communities at every level, including the first tier. Parish and town councils must not be overlooked as governance structures evolve.
We would be grateful for your support in advocating for these principles, and for raising our concerns directly with the Minister of State for Local Government Reorganisation as the Bill and the reorganisation proposals progress.
We would be pleased to meet with you, or provide any further information, if that would be helpful.
Thank you for your attention and support to this important matter.


9b. Bee Squared Project

The Bee Squared project is a local/regional initiative focused on improving habitats for bees and other pollinators through coordinated community action. Participation would allow the Parish Council to join a wider network of partners, supporting practical measures such as bee-friendly planting, awareness-raising, and collaborative biodiversity projects.

Free seeds are available for households to apply for – paying postage costs only.

https://justbeehoney.co.uk/products/free-bee-saving-seeds

Or the Parish Council could purchase some packets and hand out to anyone interested - £1.20 per pack?

https://wildflower-favours.co.uk/shop/weddings/wedding-favour-seed-packets/bee-happy-help-bees-seeds/


