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In response to the legislation explained below and public concerns about a “Climate 
Emergency”, Parish Councillors monitor the actions taken by Salford Priors Parish Council 
(SPPC) to reduce its impact on the environment and assesses the effectiveness of the actions 
taken and what more it can or should do. 

 
 
 

1. Salford Priors Parish Council Environmental & Biodiversity Policy 
and commitment 

 
1.1. The policy statement applies to the Parish Council’s activities and is not a Policy that 

the Local Planning Authority need to consider when determining planning 
applications. 

 



 
 

 

1.2. The policy applies to the Parish Council office, TOPs, all land we manage and to 
all Parish Council employees, Parish Councillors and Parish Council’s sub-
contractors. 

 
1.3. Salford Priors Parish Council (SPPC) monitors all planning applications as a Statutory 

Consultee and will be guided by, and apply, the latest government and local policy 
changes that are introduced as a result of environmental and climate change issues. 
When the time comes to update the Salford Seven Neighbourhood Development Plan 
(NDP) following the adoption of the South Warwickshire local plan, then the intent will 
be to approach the update from the strategic context of climate change. 

 
1.4. SPPC has established the following Policy to protect biodiversity in the Parish. 
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POLICY SPPC/E1: ENVIRONMENTAL AND BIODIVERSIY POLICY FOR THE PARISH 

of SALFORD PRIORS  
Salford Priors Parish Council is committed to identifying and complying with all legal and 
other relevant requirements relating to the environmental impacts of our operations and to 
the prevention of pollution through the adoption of appropriate controls. We will aim to:  
• Continually assess our organisational activities and the impact they have and identify 

opportunities to minimise these negative impacts.  
• Monitor and minimise our carbon emissions related to energy use.  
• Minimise waste through careful and efficient use of materials, promoting reuse and 

recycling and by encouraging parishioners to reduce waste.  
• Procure products derived from sustainable resources where possible and favour the 

use of local suppliers.  
• Embed environmental and ethical considerations into the day-to-day operation of 

the Parish Council and decision making.  
• Educate employees and parishioners in good environmental practice.  
• Promote and protect biodiversity in the Parish. 
 
 
 
2. Legal Context: Duties and Responsibilities 
 
2.1. The Parish Council has biodiversity duties and responsibilities under the following two 

Acts.  
• Wildlife and Countryside Act 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1981/69/contents  
• Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 

 
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents 

 
2.2. Section 40 of NERC requires all public bodies to have regard to biodiversity 

conservation when carrying out their functions so that this becomes properly 
embedded in all relevant policies and decisions.  

2.3. Another key obligation is Directive 92/43/EEC ‘on the conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna and flora’, often referred to as the Habitats Directive1.  

 
 
 
1 As of 1 January 2021, the UK is no longer bound by EEC directives; however, this directive is 

currently part of the planning process until such time as the Government provide new 
guidance. 
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2.4. Under the ‘Habitats Directive 4’, an assessment referred to as an Appropriate 

Assessment must be undertaken if the plan in question is likely to have a significant 
effect on a European protected wildlife site i.e., if policies and proposals in the plan 
might impact on one or more European sites. The Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) Directive requires that if a plan or programme requires ‘Appropriate Assessment’ 
under the Habitats Directive, then that plan, or programme will also require an SEA.  

2.5. Salford Priors Parish Council (SPPC) monitors all planning applications as a Statutory 
Consultee and will be guided by, and apply, the latest government and local policy 
changes that are introduced as a result of environmental and climate change issues. 
When the time comes to update the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) (Adopted 
17th February 2017) following adoption the South Warwickshire Local Plan, then the 
intent will be to approach the update from the strategic context of climate change. 

 
 
3. Considerations 
 
3.1 Definition of Biodiversity 
 
3.1.1. The word is a contraction of "biological diversity" and is defined as the range and types 

of organisms in a particular ecological community or system. It can be measured by 
the numbers and types of different species or the genetic variations within and 
between species. An organism being defined as any living thing. 

 
 
3.1.2. Parish Councils have a role in promoting awareness and encouraging local  

people to participate in local community initiatives with two aims... 
 

i. To help maximise biodiversity opportunities at Parish/local level, 
 

ii. To maximise the biodiversity of all Parish Council owned sites whilst 
delivering its full range of uses by well-considered habitat management.  

3.1.3. Salford Priors Parish Council (SPPC) is a civil local authority, responsible for a largely 
rural Parish of approximately 1930 hectares and 1746 residents. (2021 Census) 

 
 
 
 

Our responsibilities include: 
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• managing recreational areas Public Open Spaces including a playground, 
sports pitch and TOPs Building & the 2024 leisure trail.  

• managing one allotment site.  
• maintaining one churchyard extension  
• providing and emptying litter bins and dog waste bins in public areas.  
• maintaining approximately XX miles of public rights of way and some grass 

verges.  
• Maintaining a number of streetlights. 

 
 
3.1.3. The Parish Council's activities are delivered from our office via mobile works in the 

Parish. This Policy SPPC/E1 applies to our office, TOPs, and all land we manage and to 
all Parish Council employees, Parish Councillors and contractors.  

3.1.4. One of these obligations is Directive 2001/42/EC ‘on the assessment of the effects of 
certain plans and programmes on the environment’. This is often referred to as the 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Directive. The SEA Directive “seeks to 
provide a high level of protection of the environment by integrating environmental 
considerations into the process of preparing plans and programmes.”  

3.1.5. The SEA Directive is transposed into UK law through the Environmental Assessment of 
Plans and Programmes Regulations (the ‘SEA Regulations’) and it is these regulations 
with which the plan will need to be compatible. A key stage in the neighbourhood 
planning process is determining whether or not SEA is required.  

3.2.  Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 
 
3.2.1. During the production of its Neighbourhood Development Plan, SPPC the Local Planning 

Authority, Stratford on Avon District Council) completed the screening process. 
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to determine if an SEA was necessary for the Neighbourhood Area/NDP and 
concluded that it was not required (July 2015) 

 
3.3 Stratford on Avon District Council Local Plan - Core Strategy  
3.3.1. The Core Strategy was adopted 11th July 2016 and covers the period 2016 to 2031 or 

until, Stratford on Avon District Council adoptsa new Local Plan. The Core Strategy 
contains various strategic environmental policies which apply to planning 
applications. The following is a list of Core Strategy & NDP Environmental Policies 
that as a statutory consultee for planning applications that we take into 
consideration: 

 
SDC Policy  

 
Subject  

 
 

 CS.2  

 
 

Climate Change and Sustainable Construction  

 CS.3  Sustainable Energy  

 CS.4  Water Environment and Flood Risk  

 CS.5  Landscape  

 CS.6  Natural Environment  

 CS.7  Green Infrastructure  

 CS.8  Historic Environment  

 CS.9  Design and Distinctiveness  

 CS.12  Special Landscape Areas  

 AS.10  Countryside and Villages  

 NDP Policy  

 SP1   Protecting the Historic Environment  

 SP3   Protecting the Rural Character and Environment  

 SP5   Sustainability and Renewable Energy  

 SP11   Woodlands Trees and Hedgerows  

 SP12   Protecting the Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land  
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SP13 Watercourses and Water Features 

SP14 Public Rights of Way & Cycleways 

SP16 Public Transport 

SP25 Leisure and Recreation Facilities  
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4. Habitats of principal importance in Salford Priors Parish (The Neighbourhood Area)  

4.1 The Parish contains habitats that are of principal importance for their biodiversity. These 
are set out in the NDP “Heritage Assets and Community Facilities” which records all 
Parish amenities in one place. They include Ancient Trees, Allotment Land, The NDP 
contains Policies and Policy maps which have identified these habitats and the policies 
that apply. 

 
5. Air Quality 
 
5.1. The current road systems, such as A46 (T) the B4088, B439, C103 and the CXX 

through the settlements that make up the Parish of Salford Priors are busy cut 
through, linking the A46(T) M5, M40 and the M50  
• This road system is both dual and single carriageway Congestion is greatly 

exacerbated when there is an incident on the A46(T), or M5 affecting the whole 
system.  

5.2. There are proposals within the draft South Warwickshire Local Plan for additional 
development sites within the Parish in the plan period. It is obvious that more housing 
means more traffic on our roads, with all the attendant issues of congestion which will 
impact air quality. The Parish Council believes that we need to create a base line prior to 
the development of the strategic sites and to develop a data base of evidence that can be 
used in the future to determine and support future emissions policies if required. 

 
6.  Report on Environmental and Biodiversity Projects 
 

SPPC will prepare a report on its projects and performance for each municipal year by 
the preceding month of June and publish on the parish council’s website. 


