Agenda Items

Item 10 – Email from WALC

Dear Colleagues,
Please find attached a briefing note and template letter for councils to consider using when writing to your local MP. This briefing aims to raise awareness of, and concerns about, neighbourhood governance proposals within the English Devolution and Community Empowerment (EDCE) Bill, following our previous communication on this matter.
This is an issue of significant importance to parish and town councils.
The UK Government’s emerging agenda on neighbourhood governance—set out through the EDCE Bill—signals a shift toward more localised, community-level decision-making. However, despite new duties being placed on unitary councils, the Government has not yet provided a clear or formal definition, nor detailed guidance, on what neighbourhood governance should look like in practice. Notably, there remains no clearly defined role for parish and town councils within these proposed structures.
We strongly encourage you to:
· Share this information with all members of your council; and
· Consider including this as an agenda item at your next meeting to discuss potential implications and any actions your council may wish to take.
Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
 
Regards 
 
Ja’Neen Day
CEO WALC
 
